
   
 

 

 
 

Lesson 2: Photography and Economics 

 
 

Background  
Greater Cincinnati had a thriving economy in the middle of the 19th century focused on the processing 
of pork; it became known as Porkopolis. Numerous businesses sprang up in connection with that 
industry, like Procter & Gamble, a company that salvaged fats to make candles and soaps. Transport of 
these and other goods occurred along the Ohio River, which also served as a conduit for the 
dissemination of ideas. Publishing industries, educational and medical institutions, and religious 
organizations followed the ideas, establishing centers in Greater Cincinnati and attracted leading 
scientific and cultural thinkers.  The combination of access to goods and ideas made the city a prime 
location for the development of photography. 
 
Prompt 
What economic factors contributed to Greater Cincinnati becoming a leading center of early American 
photography? 
 
Reference Images 
 

 
Image 1  

Ezekiel Hawkins, Jacob Strader at Wharf, Cincinnati, ca. 1853. Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 
Link: https://art.nelson-atkins.org/objects/50647/the-jacob-strader-at-wharf-

cincinnati?ctx=84d4bb2b-7327-4354-8343-55d2cc5b7fef&idx=0 
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

 
Image 2  

John Wildman Winder, four-plate panorama, View of Cincinnati, ca. 1866. Library of Congress. See also 
J.W. Winder’s Photographic View of Cincinnati, Covington and Newport, ca 1866, Library of Congress. 

Link: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007662637 
 

Academic Fields  
Social Studies:  

• The variability in the distribution of productive resources in the various regions of the world 
contributed to specialization, trade, and interdependence.  

• The movement of people, products and ideas resulted in new patterns of settlement and land 
use that influenced the political and economic development of the United States. 

• The Industrial Revolution fundamentally changed the means of production because of 
improvements in technology, use of new power resources, the advent of interchangeable parts 
and the shift from craftwork to factory work.   
 

American History: 
• Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in historical events, including 

multiple causation and long- and short-term causal relations.   
• Immigration, internal migration, and urbanization transformed American life.   

 
World Geography:  

• The characteristics of regions change over time and there are consequences related to those 
changes (e.g., industrial belt to rust belt, pristine locations to tourist attractions, colony to 
independent state). 

• Patterns of settlement change over time in terms of functions, sizes, and spatial patterns (e.g., a 
canal town becomes an industrial city, a rural area becomes a transportation hub, cities merge 
into a megalopolis). 

 
Documentary Reference Clips 

Clip 1: The Rise of Daguerrean Studios, 8:05 – 09_47   
Clip 2: Ezekiel Cooper Hawkins, 09:48 – 14:20  
Clip 2: Fontayne and Porter, 14:22 – 17:12  
Clip 3: Innovation and Activism, 17:13 – 22:32  
Clip 4: The Homefront, 36:45 - 38:42.   
 

 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions  

• What Cincinnati industries supported the development and growth of photography from 1839 - 
1869? 



   
 

• Did photography change the economic landscape of Cincinnati, or did it simply reflect changes 
that were occurring within the city?  

• How did photography impact Greater Cincinnati during the second industrial age after the 
Civil War? 

 
Activities 

• Find additional photos from Cincinnati and/or other cities from this period that illustrate or 
inform us about industry and economics during this time. Compare and contrast them with the 
reference images above. 

• Acquire photos and other elements to create an image/inspiration board that depicts A) 
Dominant industries in Cincinnati today, or B) Industries in Cincinnati that relate to or rely on 
photography and other visual media. What has changed? 

 
Online Resources 

• There are few online resources that directly cover the economics of early American 
photography (1839-1869). Researchers need to combine information contained in books (see 
Bibliography) about the region’s history with books and academic papers about early American 
photography to begin to understand the business of early American photography and its 
economic impact on the region. Here are some starting points.   
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